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The Ministry of Education is responsible for
overseeing all aspects of Ontario's public
education system. The Ministry sets policies
and guidelines for school boards, allocates
funding to boards, develops province-wide
curriculum, sets requirements for graduation,
and approves textbooks and other resources. 

The Minister of Education is an elected
Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP), and
is appointed Minister by the Premier. 
For more, visit: www.edu.gov.on.ca  

The Ontario College of Teachers regulates
the teaching profession in Ontario. This
includes establishing the requirements
needed to be a certified teacher, overseeing
qualified teachers, and investigating
complaints against teachers. 
For more, visit: www.oct.ca  

The Education Quality and Accountability
Office (EQAO) is an independent government
body, that oversees province-wide
standardized testing. 
These tests occur in grades 3, 6, 9, and 10.
Subjects include Reading, Writing, and
Mathematics, and Literacy. 
For more, visit: www.eqao.com
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We all learn differently. Special education
helps students who have different learning
needs to reach their educational goals in a
supportive and inclusive environment. 

Every school board in Ontario must provide
special education programs and services to
students who have special education needs.
Students who have these needs have a right
to accommodation to enable them to succeed
in their education. They may also be formally
identified with a specific exceptionality to help
boards meet these needs.

We sometimes refer to these students who
have been identified as "exceptional"
students.







ϥPRC Meeting

Identification and
Placement decision is
made

Participants:
minimum of three
school staff including
Principal and/or
Superintendent,
Parent(s), students
16+, and support
person/friend

 ϥdentific



The psychoeducational assessment is
completed by a psychologist. It is a thorough
assessment



Special
Education

Psychoeducational assessments 

School Board
Talk with your school about seeing a
psychologist who works with the school board.
This is paid for by the school, if the Principal
approves the request. 
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Special
Educati



Exceptionalities are categories of special needs
that can affect how a student learns. Students
are identified so they can be supported in
meeting their full potential. Exceptionalities can
include giftedness, disability, and other needs. 

Students with exceptionalities have unique
learning needs, and school boards are required
to support these needs. Support can be
provided through accommodations and/or
modifications, to support student learning. 

There are five different categories of
exceptionality in Ontario's Education Act ou enn eno to A na gwith excerditbpo edtevetimet s  Sabed aneeve
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Special
Education

Placements

The student will be in a regular classroom
less than half of the school day
The remaining part of the school day, the
student will receive instruction outside the
classroom from a special education teacher

Special education class with partial
integration

The student will spend the entire day in a
special education class

Full-time special education class

a provincial school for the blind, deaf, or
deaf-blind, or
a provincial demonstration school for
students with severe learning disabilities

In addition to the five placement options, the
IPRC can also refer the student to one of the
Provincial and Demonstration Schools.

Students must meet eligibility requirements for
admission to either:

Learn more at www.pdsbnet.ca

If an exceptional
student is placed

in a special
education class,

the IPRC 
must provide

written reasons for
doing so
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Maximum class sizes for full-time special
education classes differ, based on the level of

need. For student with severe learning
disabilities, the maximum is eight students in
one class, with a qualified special education

teacher. Mixed exceptionality classes may have
up to 16 students with one teacher. 

 
For more information on special education

classroom placements, see Regulation 298 of
the Education Act, section 31

 

Teachers in a 
special education 
 classroom must

have specific
qualifications



Special
Education
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Accommodations, modifications,
and alternative programs 







The ϥdentification, Placement and Review
Committee (ϥPRC) is a formal group of
school board staff that meet to make a
decision about the identification and
placement of the student. 

The 
ϥdentification,
Placement,
and Review
Committee

(ϥPRC)

Parents and
students over 16

years of age have a
right to attend the

meeting

The IPRC is made 
up of at least three

(3) school board staff,
including the

Principal and/or
Superintendent

(sometimes called
Supervisory Officer)
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Behaviour
Communication
Intellectual
Physical
Multiple (of the above)

ϥDENTϥFϥCATϥON

The IPRC will decide whether a student has an
exceptionality. There are five categ







Once a request for an IPRC meeting has been
made, the principal must give the parent and
student 16+ a copy of the school board's guide
to special education for parents, within 15
days. 

The guide is meant to support parents and
students in understanding the IPRC process,
special education, and what to expect. 

If you have not received a copy of your school
board's guide to special education, you can
contact your Principal directly. The school
board must also have it on their website.

The 
ϥdentification,
Placement,
and Review
Committee

(ϥPRC)

Guide to special education 

The guide to special
education for

parents may differ
depending on the

school board 

It is your legal right to be given a guide to special
education prepared by your school board



The 
ϥdentification,
Placement,
and Review
Committee

(ϥPRC)

Who will be at the IPRC meeting? 

Waiting for the
ϥPRC meeting or

ϥPRC final
decision?

 
Special education

programs or
services that meet
the needs of the
student must be
provided, even

while waiting for the
IPRC meeting or

final decision 

Resource teacher
Classroom teacher
Special education staff
Social Worker
School Psychologist 
Other school board professionals who
provide support, or who may be able to
provide further information

Parent/caregiver(s)
Student if 16+
Representative of the parent(s) and/or of a
student 16+ (to advocate, speak on behalf
of, take notes for, etc.)
Interpreter (including sign language) 

There are always a minimum of three school
staff present at the IPRC meeting, including
either the Principal or Superintendent.

Other school staff that may be there include:

Other people who may attend include:



The 
ϥ





The meeting should begin with the host or
"chair" of the meeting (often the Principal)
introducing everyone at the table, explaining
their roles, and the purpose for the meeting.

The chair should make sure that everyone has
all of the information that will be considered.

If you do not understand something, ask all the
questions you need to be sure you understand.
Talk about any concerns you have. Ask for
clarification anytime it is needed.





Appeals Appealing the IPRC decision
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ϥntroduction to
Special Education in
Ontario

The ϥdentification,
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Disagree 
with the decision?

Agree with the decision, OR 

Disagree with the decision and choose
one of these options:

Do nothing. The student will be
placed after 30 days
Request a second ϥPRC meeting to
review your concerns, within 15 days
File an appeal with the Special
Education Appeal Board (SEAB),
within 30 days 

The category and definition of
exceptionality
Strengths and needs of the student
Placement decision



ϥf you disagree with an
ϥPRC decision

Within 15 days, make a
written (email, typed, or
handwritten) request to
the principal to ask for a
second IPRC meeting to
review your concerns; or

Within 30 days, write to
the secretary of the
school board explaining
why you disagree with
the decision and to ask
for an appeal to the
Special Education
Appeal Board (SEAB)
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The SEAB panel members

The Special Education Appeal Board (SEAB)
will be made up of a panel of three people
who will hear your appeal about the
identification and/or placement of the
student.  

The SEAB is a more formal process than an IPRC
meeting. Their decision gives recommendations
to the school board. The recommendations are
persuasive, but the school board has the choice

to accept or reject the recommendations.

Who can be chosen as the par



Before the SEAB hearing 

letting you know how they will be sharing
information (e.g. via email, or phone)

being the contact person for any
questions

finding the meeting space - it must be a
neutral space and reasonably close to the
parents' home

ensuring that parents and student 16+
are aware of their right to have a
representative at the meeting



The support person is different than the
panel member that is chosen by the

parent/student 16+ 



During the hearing, the SEAB panel
members will review all prior IPRC decisions,



SET will send you a Form A: Notice of Appeal

You have up to 20 days to 
complete and file the Form A. 
You should include the IPRC 
decision, SEAB recommendations, 
and school board's decision to 
accept or reject the SEAB 
recommendations.

The school board has 10 days to 
file a response to your appeal 
with SET.

The Special Education Tribunal (SET) 

The Special Education Tribunal (SET) is the
final place to appeal the identification and/or
placement of a student. 

If you do not agree with the school board's
decision to accept or reject the SEAB's
recommendations, you must write to the SET
within 30 days of receiving the school board's
decision, to say that you would like to seek an
appeal. 

Appeals

The school board usually has a
lawyer, and parents may have a
lawyer for the appeal

If you are a caregiver or student
needing help to find a lawyer for
the appeal, contact Justice for
Children and Youth 

days

days

The SET has broad powers and 
the appeal iĀ e aedrerece h tabap



Appeals

As a first step, the SET will schedule a
voluntary mediation prior to the pre-
hearing conference, with the aim of settling
the disagreement. 

If issues remain after mediation, a pre-
he



Second IPRC Meeting (Review)
 

After meeting, the second IPRC will either
agree with the first IPRC decision or
change the decision. 

If you disagree with this decision, you can
appeal to the Special Education Appeal
Board within 15 days.

Appeal by filing in
writing with the
secretary of the

school board

The SET process



The 
Individual 
Education 

Plan

The Individual Education 
Plan (IEP)
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After the IPRC
 

Principals are
required to make
sure that an IEP is
created for every
student identified as
exceptional within
30 days from the
IPRC decision



Behaviour
Communication
Physical
Intellectual
Multiple 

Ass





There are three types of accommodations:

Instructional accommodations are when
the teacher adjusts teaching strategies (e.g.
presenting materials in a different way) 

Environmental accommodations are when
the teacher adjusts the classroom
environment (e.g. providing a quiet setting) 

Assessment accommodations are when the
teacher adjusts evaluation methods (e.g.
additional time to complete a test) 
 

The 
Individual 
Education 

Plan

An accommodation
changes the way the
student learns the
material

HOW

ACCOMODATIONS

MODIFICATIONS

There are different ways to modify
expectations:

Different grade level, where the
expectations may be taken from either a
higher or lower grade level in core subjects,
such as Math or Language

The complexity of the grade level are
adjusted in content subjects, such as Social
Studies, where the number or complexity of
learning expectations may be adjusted from
the regular curriculum
 

In the IEP: 
Types of accommodations and

modifications
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Goals to transition to post-secondary
activities
Action steps to meet the goals
Individual(s) responsible for the actions
(for example, teacher)



Content of the IEP: whether the
accommodations/modifications meet the
needs of the student

Implementation of the IEP: whether a
teacher is providing the student with the
listed accommodations

Putting an IEP in place: when the
parent/student feels that there is no need
for the IEP

While parents and students 16+ must be
consulted and given a copy of the IEP,  the
school ultimately has the discretion to move
forward with an IEP without parental consent. 

Though IEPs are developed with the purpose
of supporting the student and their learning,
there are times when a parent/student may
disagree with the IEP.  

These disagreements often fall into one of
three categories:

When disagreements over the IEP take place,
it is important to start by talking to the school
about your concerns. Further complaints can
be made through the chain of responsibility at
the school and school board.

The final step would be to escalate your
concerns to the Human Rights Tribunal of
Ontario, in extreme circumstances.

What if I disagree with an IEP?The 
Individual 
Education 
Plan (IEP)

The IEP is a legal
document, but there
is no formal process  

to appeal the IEP -
whether on the

content,
implementation, or
creation of an IEP

 
You CAN work with

the school and 
school board to

resolve problems
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Step 1: Meet with the teacher

IEP Concerns: 
Meeting with school/board 

The 
Individual 
Education 

Plan

Step 2: Meet with the Principal 

You can ask for an
IPRC review after a
student has been

placed for 3 months
 

This may help with
concerns related to
the implementation
or content of the IEP

 
While the IPRC
cannot enforce

specific IEP contents,
they can make

persuasive
recommendations 

 

Identify which accommodations and/or
modifications are needed but do not
appear in the IEP, or 

Identify the accommodations that are not
being followed and ask that they be put in
place.

how the IEP team is ensuring
implementation
concrete steps that are being taken to
ensure that needs are met

If the meeting with the teacher is not



IEP Concerns: 
Meeting with school/board 







Glossary 

Accommodations changes the way students
are taught material. 

Alternative programs are developed to help
students gain experience outside of the
Ontario 







Glossary 

Special Education Advisory Committees
(SEAC) are trustees and representatives of
local associations that support exceptional
children or adults. They provide advice on
special education to their local school board
and make recommendations for programs
and services. Each school board must have a
SEAC.

Special education programs are plans that
contain the 





tel:4162890100


tel:18005632642





