Special Education Department Plan 2023-2024

Section B - Standard 15
Educational and Other
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Standard 15
Educational and Other Assessments

QUALIFICATIONS OF STAFF AND ASSESSMENTS BEING CONDUCTED

The Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board believes that student success is achieved through a continuous
cycle of assessment. Assessment informs and drives effective instruction for all students.

The following table is taken from page 31 of the Ministry of Education’s Growing Success (2010) document and
describes the purposes of assessment, the nature of assessment for different purposes, and the uses of
assessment information.

Purpose of Classroom Assessment
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http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growSuccess.pdf

Continuous Cycle of Assessment

The information gained from the continuous cycle of assessment provides a more in-depth knowledge of the
student’s learning profile. This information guides instruction and the most effective strategies to support the
child.

Linking Assessment with the Tiered Approach:

The Tiered Approach is a model used as teachers plan to meet the needs of each learner in their class, and it is
described in the Ministry document Learning for All — A Guide to Effective Assessment and Instruction for All
Students, Kindergarten to Grade 12, 2013 (ontario.ca). Further, KPRDSB has developed the Supporting Students
Checklist — Learning for All for guidance in implementing each tier of support.

Tier 1:

Planning for instruction and assessment begins by knowing the learner. Information must be gathered around a
student’s strengths, needs and interests to ensure we are addressing each student. Principles of Universal
Design fn0.9 (0)-3.0011
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https://files.ontario.ca/edu-learning-for-all-2013-en-2022-01-28.pdf
https://files.ontario.ca/edu-learning-for-all-2013-en-2022-01-28.pdf
https://www.kprschools.ca/en/Assets/Special-Education/Supporting-Students-Checklist---Learning-For-All.pdf

Emotion Regulation/ Coping Skills
Attention/Concentration
Academic Processing Skills
Cognitive Problem Solving
Functional Living Skills

If the MFT meeting determines that external (to the Board) community-based supports should be consulted in
order to best serve the student, then a Multi-disciplinary Team (MDT) meeting will be called, to include the
school team, the central Board team and external community based services. Parent/guardian consent is
required for both the Multi-focus and Multi-disciplinary team meetings.

Professional Assessments

When a teacher, in collaboration with the in-school team, becomes aware that an individual student is
experiencing significant difficulty meeting curriculum expectations, and all strategies outlined in the Supporting
Students Checklist — Learning for All
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Attendance & Counseling Services

Mental Health Clinicians

e Bachelor of Social Work or

With the appropriate consents:

Master’s of Social Work (or e Psychotherapeutic assessment and intervention to
equivalent) registered with determine counseling goals

the Ontario College of Social e review of records, including attendance patterns,
Workers and Social Service and behaviour logs

Workers, or the College of e consultation with school staff

Registered Psychotherapists e clinical assessment/ intervention with student

of Ontario and/or caregivers

e consultation with other professionals within and
outside the Board

e observation of the student in class and elsewhere

e review of the student’s work

e informal tools (e.g., drawings, notes)

e measures to assess (e.g., psycho/social functioning,
mental health, family functioning, social history,
crisis)

® crisis assessment

e violent threat-risk assessment

Applied Behaviour Analysis
Board Certified Behaviour Master’s Degree in e Functional Behaviour Assessment
Analyst Psychology/Behavioural e Behaviour Analytic Assessment
Sciences
Educational / Academic Testing
Classroom & Special Bachelor of Education Degree e An assortment of Educational Assessment Tools

Education Teachers/Early
Literacy Teachers

or Equivalent

Registered with the Ontario
College of Teachers

Special Education Additional
Qualifications ominimum Part
I
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including among others:

0 Running Records

0 First Steps Continuum

o Comparisons to the Ontario Curriculum & o




Average Wait Time, Consent, Communication, and Privacy

A variety of factors are used to prioritize referrals from each school, such as:
e Nature of referral

Age of student

Urgency for assessment results

Time since previous assessment

Lived experience of the student

Psychological Services

Average Wait Time for Psycho-Educational Assessment

To ensure equity of access to assessments, all referrals for psycho-educational assessments come centrally
through the MFT meeting at the school. Assessments are prioritized based on the overall needs in the system,
and they are allocated according to the principles of equitable and inclusive education. Psychological
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