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The Board is committed to providing a breadth of learning opportunities for all students.  Prior 
Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) allows students to earn credits outside of the 
classroom, broadens the choices of courses and provides for flexibility within the student’s 
secondary school program. 
 
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition is a process of identifying, assessing and 
recognizing what a person knows and can do for the purpose of awarding academic credit.  Prior 
Learning Assessment and Recognition can be an important component in a successful education 
plan.  Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition takes two forms; Challenge Prior Learning 
Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) and Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 
for Mature Students. 
 
This policy and the related administrative regulation support Ministry of Education policy as 
outlined in Ontario Schools, Kindergarten to Grade 12: Policy and Program Requirements, 2016 
(OS); Policy/Program Memorandum No. 129, Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition 
(PLAR): Implementation in Ontario Secondary Schools; and Policy/Program Memorandum 
No. 132, Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) for Mature Students: 
Implementation in Ontario Secondary Schools. 
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The Board believes that the use of Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition to 
recognize prior learning with equivalent credits for older students (18 years of age or 
older on or after January 1st of the current school year) dignifies and honours past 
experiences.  This process allows adult students to make a more successful transition to 
chosen post secondary destinations. 
 
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) for Mature Students means the 
process by which mature student’s prior learning is assessed for the purpose of granting 

https://www.kprschools.ca/en/our-board/resources/Regulations/ES-3.12.1%20Prior%20Learning%20Assessment%20and%20Recognition%20(PLAR)%20-%20Challenge%20PLAR.pdf
https://www.kprschools.ca/en/our-board/resources/Regulations/ES-3.12.1A-Prior-Learning-Assessment-and-Recognition-(PLAR)---Challenge-PLAR---Appendix-A---Overview-of-Process.pdf
https://www.kprschools.ca/en/our-board/resources/Regulations/ES-3.12.1A-Prior-Learning-Assessment-and-Recognition-(PLAR)---Challenge-PLAR---Appendix-A---Overview-of-Process.pdf
https://www.kprschools.ca/en/our-board/resources/Regulations/ES-3.12.2%20Prior%20Learning%20Assessment%20and%20Recognition%20(PLAR)%20-%20Mature%20Students.pdf
https://www.kprschools.ca/en/our-board/resources/Regulations/ES-3.12.2A-Prior-Learning-Assessment-and-Recognition-(PLAR)---Mature-Students---Appendix-A---Diploma-Requirements.pdf
https://www.kprschools.ca/en/our-board/resources/Regulations/ES-3.12.2A-Prior-Learning-Assessment-and-Recognition-(PLAR)---Mature-Students---Appendix-A---Diploma-Requirements.pdf

